
THIS WEEK 
 

Sunday, May 9 
Thomas Sunday 

8:50AM—Orthros and 

Orthodox Education 
 

 10AM—Divine Liturgy 
 

2PM—Blessing of Graves 

(see schedule) 

 

 Thursday, May 13 
10AM—Bible Study 

 

7PM—Stewardship meeting 
 

7:30PM—Moms Night 

 

Saturday, May 15  
10AM—Choir Rehearsal 

 

6PM—Great Vespers 

followed by Confession 
 

 

Sunday, May 16 
8:50AM—Orthros and 

Orthodox Education 
 

 10AM—Divine Liturgy 
 

12:30PM—Parish Council 

meeting 
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CHRIST IS RISEN! - TRULY HE IS RISEN! 

 

BLESSING OF GRAVES 

Today Fr. Michael will be meeting families and blessing graves at 

the cemeteries listed below. If you would like to have your loved 

one's grave blessed, please meet him at the designated location at 

the cemetery.  

 Graceland @ 2PM: meet at the Mausoleum parking lot 
 

 Woodlawn @ 3:15PM: meet at the cemetery office parking lot 

 (East side of Kalamazoo Ave) 
 

 Oakhill @ 4:30PM: meet at the cemetery office parking lot 

 (North side of Hall St) 
 

 Chapel Hill @ 5:30PM: meet at the cemetery office  
 

If you would like the grave of your loved one blessed on a different 

day, please contact Fr. Michael. 

 

OUR PARISHIONERS ARE WONDERFUL! 

A special thank you to the following groups for making our Lent, 

Holy Week and Pascha so meaningful and beautiful: Clergy and 

Altar servers, Liturgical and Byzantine Choir members, Tech 

Team, Ushers, those who baked Holy Bread and dyed Easter Eggs, 

Youth Ministry Team, Youth who participated throughout the 

week (see inside!), all Fellowship Groups, Food Preparers and 

Clean-up Teams, and to those who participated in any way in 

making Lazarus Saturday, Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Pascha 

so beautiful!   
 

 

We are blessed to have such an engaged community! 

 

FOOD for HUNGRY PEOPLE & CHARITABLE OUTREACH 

This year we’re asking you to count your change and write a check 

for that amount noting FFHP in the memo line. Your gift can be 

placed in the offering box located in the Narthex or given 

electronically via Venmo or the website donation link.  We ask that 

you turn in your donation by next Sunday, May 16. Help us reach 

our minimum goal of $5,500. Thank you. 

https://stnicholasgr.com/venmo/
http://stnicholasgr.com/donate


 

2021 ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX OPEN 
 

Friday, May 21, 2021 
 

Thornapple Pointe Golf Club 
7211 48th Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 

 
 

     11:00 AM  Check-in begins (Box Lunch) 

     12:00 PM  Shotgun start 
 

Registration includes 

golf, box lunch, and gift for each player 

 

Hole Sponsorship includes 

hole signage and program recognition 

 

Platinum Sponsorship includes 

event banner, program recognition, podium 

recognition, and foursome registration 

 

Sponsorships are tax deductible. 

 

Payment options  

(check or credit card)  

will be presented to you after you press "Submit" 

when registering at:  
 

www.stnicholasgr.com/golf 

Andrew Peter Close 

Born on May2, 2021 
 

Parents 

 Cameron and Meredith Close  
 

Grandparents 

Peter and Carol Assaly 

Alberta Claire Merpi    

Born on May 4, 2021 
 

 Parents 

Ricky and Julia Merpi  
 

 Brothers 

Lou and Eddie 
 

 Grandparents 

Rick and Suzi Merpi 

BOOK REVIEW 

The Age of Paradise, by former history professor and now 

Orthodox parish priest John Strickland, is the first volume of a 

planned four-volume series called The Rise and Fall of What the 

West Once Was.  And indeed the series is about the West, but 

the first book spends a great deal of time talking about the 

church in the East, for it argues that while the West and the 

East have parted ways, the roots of the West are in fact in the 

East, and that for the first millennium or so after Christ, the 

two formed a single civilization and culture. 
 

http://www.stnicholasgr.com/golf


YOUTH IN ACTION DURING HOLY WEEK! 

A concerted effort was made to increase youth 

participation in Holy Week this year. The kids 

really stepped up doing everything from 

making Palm Sunday candles and palm 

crosses to singing the Bridegroom Matins 

service to lighting candles at Holy Unction to 

reading Psalms at the chanters’ stand and the 

Gospel in other languages at Agape Vespers. A 

favorite new addition for many was the myrrh-

bearing women procession at the Holy Friday 

Lamentations service.  
 

Thank you to all the youth (and parents!) for 

helping make Holy Week even more beautiful 

this year!  

Making Palm Sunday 

candles to raise money 

for the  

Food For Hungry 

People program! 

Making palm crosses for  

Palm Sunday  

Singing the  

Bridegroom  

Matins  

service on  

Holy Tuesday 



Lighting candles at Holy Unction  

Being anointed with Holy Oil for 

the healing of soul and body 

Having their feet washed 

on Holy Thursday 

Reading Psalms 

at the chanters’ 

stand  



Enjoying 

the Easter 

Egg Hunt 

after Agape 

Vespers! 

(Thank you 

Nick & 

Alex!) 

Reading  

(and signing!) the 

Gospel in other 

languages at 

Agape Vespers 

Representing the Myrrh-bearing Women at the Lamentations service 

Keeping 

vigil at 

Christ’s 

tomb  

Changing the purple of Lent 

for the white of Pascha 

during the Vesper-Liturgy of 

Holy Saturday morning 



 



PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Your Parish Council is here 

to serve you. If you have a 

question or comment, email 

them by clicking on any of 

their names below. 
 

Mike Simon  
Chairperson 

 

Sam Bander 
Vice President 

 

Joe David 
Treasurer 

 

Greg Lambert 
Secretary 

 

Melissa Powell 
Assistant Treasurer 

 

Dan Abraham 
 

Mark Ansara 
 

Roger David 
 

Rami Haddad 
 

Yuri Kazarov 
 

Nick Nicola 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Nicholas Church is a 

worshiping community in 

the Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian tradition that 

preserves, proclaims, and 

practices the Faith given by 

Christ to the Apostles, 

serving Him, one another 

and our neighbors. We 

manifest His love through 

sacramental and liturgical 

life, education, hospitality, 

works of mercy, and 

fellowship.  
 

Our parish exists to seek 

and share Christ’s love so 

that ALL will find Eternal 

Life in Him. 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
 

OK Mama 

Contact: Elizabeth Ayoub 
 

Mom's Night  - Fire & Fun 

This Thursday, May 13 @ 7:30 PM 

Mamas, join us for a night of fellowship and fun at Debbie Van 

Bronkhorst's house (181 Fox Point Ct). We'll have a firepit, 

drinks, and snacks to share! We hope you can join us!   
 

Mom's & Kids! Park Play 

Wednesday, May 19 @ 10AM 

Hi Moms & Kids! Let's take a walk around the Church together--

we'll talk about the different parts of the Church, the icons, and 

more. Then we'll head outdoors for snack and play time with 

chalk, bubbles, and more. We hope you can join us!  

 

Forerunners 
Wednesday, May 20 @ noon 

NOT TO BE MISSED! The Forerunners presents a special day 

featuring PAWS WITH A CAUSE! Join us for lunch followed by a 

demonstration of assistance dogs who are bred, raised, custom-

trained and placed with people with a variety of disabilities as 

their constant companions. 

An entrée and beverages will be provided. If you plan to attend, 

please contact Eileen Adolphson or Barbara Thomas, and also 

contact them to sign up to bring a store bought side (salad, chips, 

a dessert) to share. 

mailto:Michaelgsimon@aol.com
mailto:drsam@banderdentalgroup.com
mailto:joe@eddavidco.com
mailto:gmlambert@att.net
http://powellm09@gmail.com/
mailto:dan.abraham@savoryfoods.com
mailto:mjgr98@gmail.com
mailto:roger@rinveltdavid.com
mailto:rami.haddad.25@gmail.com
mailto:%20ykazarov@stnicholasgr.com
mailto:nicolanick@msn.com
mailto:elizabeth.marie.ayoub@gmail.com
mailto:eadolphson@outlook.com
mailto:bat47@wmis.net



