
THIS WEEK  
 

Sunday, November 13 

8:50AM—Orthros &  

Orthodox Education  
 

10AM—Divine Liturgy  
 

5PM—Teen SOYO Bible Study 
 

  Tuesday, November 15 

Nativity Fast Begins 

6PM—Parish Council Meeting 
 

6PM—Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

  Wednesday, November 16 

6PM—Advent Parklesis 
   

Thursday, November 17 

10AM— Bible Study 
 

12PM—Forerunners Monthly 

Lunch & Activity 
 

7:30PM—OK MAMA:  

Moms Night Out 
  

Friday, November 18 

7PM—Teen SOYO  

Friendsgiving & Lock-in 
 

Saturday, November 19 

6PM—Great Vespers  
 

Sunday, November 20 

8:50AM—Orthros &  

Orthodox Education  
 

10AM—Divine Liturgy  
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COFFEE HOUR FUNDRAISER TO SUPPORT  

GRAND RAPIDS OCF 
College Conference is an annual retreat of OCF college students 

from around the country to gather together in worship, learning, 

and fellowship. Today’s Coffee Hour will be hosted by OCF in an 

effort to raise funds towards supporting students’ participation in 

College Conference. 
 

We deeply appreciate any and all contributions made to help 

support our students for this amazing opportunity that College 

Conference offers. 
 

Venmo: StNicholasGR (“OCF Donation” as the memo) 
 

Thank you and may God bless you! 
 

OCF Leadership: 

Cece Olson 

Schyuler Brinks 

Emily Cameron 

 
HONORING THE LORD WITH OUR FIRST FRUITS  

It’s time to turn-in your Stewardship Commitment Card! Please 

read through the Stewardship booklet, then prayerfully complete 

the Commitment Card that is attached to the back of the booklet. 

We hope that every family submits their commitment card and 

places their family name on the Giving Tree in the Narthex. 
 

If you are using the ACH method of tithing and want to make a 

change in your monthly tithing amount, please complete a new 

ACH form and submit it to Melissa Powell or Keith McAdams. 

ACH forms are available on the Parishioners Table in the 

Narthex or on our website stnicholasgr.com/parishioners/.  
 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put 
and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple 
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a 
few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said “Truly I tell you, 
this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 
poverty, put in everything-all that she has to live on” (Mark 12,41-

44). 

 
 
 

mailto:info@stnicholasgr.com
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INFORMATION FROM  

LAST WEEK’S BULLETIN 

For more information about the 

following topics, go to:  

stnicholasgr.com/bulletins/ 
 

 Honoring the Lord with our 

First Fruits 

 

 Opt-Out Tithing Envelopes 

 

 Our Newest Member 

 

 Youth Equipped to Serve 

NATIVITY POINSETTIAS 

If you would like to offer a 

Christmas poinsettia "in 

Eternal Memory of" or "for 

the Good Health of" your 

loved ones, kindly submit the 

form included in todays 

bulletin to the Plexiglas box 

on the Parishioners’ table in 

the Narthex or return it to 

the church office by Sunday, 

December 11. The electronic form is available at 

stnicholasgr.com/advent/. 

 

PLEASE take 10 minutes to complete the survey: 
  

stnicholasgr.com/strategic-planning/ 

https://stnicholasgr.com/bulletins/
https://stnicholasgr.com/advent/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCyHUm6Symnq3oapm6k2dWxMxld0mpE8obaPzaYQhnAeseVw/viewform
https://stnicholasgr.com/strategic-planning/


ETTIQUETTE IN CHURCH: CRY ROOM 

Let's face it; children have minds of their own and can have 

melt-downs at inopportune times. Everyone understands and 

is sympathetic. At those disruptive times, we encourage 

parents not to get stressed out; stay calm and try to pacify 

your child. If your attempt to redirect or soothe your child is 

not working after a few moments, please take him/her to the 

Cry Room. There you will have a much better opportunity to 

parent your child and address his/her needs.  

Once your child has quieted down, please return to your seat 

and continue in prayerful worship. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

OK MAMA 

Moms Night Out 

Thursday, November 17 @ 7:30PM  

Please join us at St George (334 La Grave Ave SE, 49503) for a 

spiritually uplifting and educational evening during the 

upcoming Nativity Fast. We love these "outings" in! This time 

we want to share our reflections and takeaways from the 

Women's Retreat "Filled with Less". It will be a great evening 

spending time connecting and sharing. See you there!  
 

Follow us on Facebook ("O.K. Mama") for all the latest 

including changes due to weather! Moms of any age are 

welcome! ) Just search for "O.K. Mama". 

 
FORERUNNERS 

Thursday, November 17 @ Noon 

Join us for a potluck lunch followed by a lecture from Loisann 

Rogowyi about her time spent in China. This is sure to be an 

interesting event! Everyone is welcome. Contact Eileen 

Adolphson (eadolphson@outlook.com) with questions. 

 

 

OUR MISSION—WHAT WE DO  
 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church is a 

worshiping community living and 

sharing the Faith Christ gave to the 

Apostles. 

 

WHY WE EXIST 
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church exists 

to seek and share Christ’s love so 

that all will find Eternal Life in Him. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Please use the following email 

address when communicating with 

the Parish Council: 

parishcouncil@stnicholasgr.com 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING  
For updated information go to: 

stnicholasgr.com/parishioners 

 

SUBMISSION REMINDERS  

Announcements and 

Holy Oblations are due  

by noon each Wednesday. 
 

Submit Announcements to 
announcements@stnicholasgr.com 

 

Submit Holy Oblation to 
stnicholasgr.com/parishioners/  

or by completing an envelope 

located on the Parishioner's Table  

in the Narthex. 

 

 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 

Thank you to all who contributed 

to the Special Olympics and  to 

the three Orthodox seminaries we 

sponsor.  
 

Special Olympics 

$784.00 
 

Seminaries 

$1,147.00 

mailto:eadolphson@outlook.com
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Preparing for the Birth of Our Savior 

 

This Tuesday, November 15, we begin the fasting season called The Nativity Fast (also 

called Advent). In the weeks between now and December 24, we prepare ourselves to 

celebrate the birth in the flesh of our Lord, Jesus Christ. This 40-day fast should include 

increased liturgical and personal prayer, confession, adherence to a fasting discipline, and a 

more intentional focus on loving our neighbor through almsgiving. These practices will help 

to prepare us for the coming of our Savior. 

 

 
PARAKLESIS 

 

Wednesdays at 6PM  

Join us as we pray the Advent Paraklesis 

service to the Theotokos on  

November 16, 30, December 7, 14, and 21.  

FEAST of the NATIVITY SERVICES 
 

FASTING 
 

Give careful consideration to how you 

and your family can apply the 

Church’s prescription for fasting. You 

are urged to keep the fast in some 

way in preparation for the coming of 

the Lord. Fr. Michael stands ready to 

assist you in adapting the Church’s 

prescription to your family’s 

situation. You will find great articles 

and suggestions on making this 

Advent and Christmas season truly 

enriching by visiting the Nativity 

Fast page on our website at 

stnicholasgr.com/advent/ 

CONFESSION 
 

The Church offers us a wonderful 

gift in the Sacrament of Confession. 

The Advent Season is an 

appropriate time to come to our 

Lord, repent of our sins and receive 

the Gift of His love and forgiveness. 

Confessions are heard without an 

appointment after Saturday’s Great 

Vespers or by appointment 

Tuesdays through Fridays. 

ALMSGIVING 

 

We have many wonderful 

opportunities to participate in 

almsgiving this Advent Season. 

Please visit stnicholasgr.com/

almsgiving/ for information. 

Friday, December 23 Saturday, December 24 Sunday, December 25 

9 AM—Royal Hours 9 AM—Orthros of the Pre-feast 8:30 AM—Orthros  

 10 AM—Divine Liturgy 10 AM—Divine Liturgy 

 5 PM—Christmas Eve Vespers  

https://stnicholasgr.com/advent-nativity-fast/
https://stnicholasgr.com/advent-nativity-fast/
https://stnicholasgr.com/advent/
https://stnicholasgr.com/almsgiving/
https://stnicholasgr.com/almsgiving/


 

A FOCUS ON ALMSGIVING 
 

 

 

CLOTHING the NEEDY 

November 20—December 4 

This Advent season we will again be conducting a Winter clothing drive for the residents 

of the Camelot Community.  On your next shopping trip please consider purchasing NEW 

coats, hats, mittens, scarves and socks for children, teens and adults.  Many of our 

Camelot neighbors are from warmer parts of the world and winters are difficult for them. 

There will be a collection box for the clothes in the Narthex and another by the west 

entrance across from the Cultural Center.  
 

FEEDING the HUNGRY 

November 21-December 5 

Meijer will again select our neighborhood’s food pantry run by Church of Servant as a 

recipient of the “Simply Give” double match this Advent season. That means $10 donated 

to “Simply Give” will result in a $30 food donation. Our parish often refers those in need 

to our neighborhood food pantry serving one hundred families each month. Contributing 

to St. Nicholas for the “Simply Give” program feeds the hungry right here in our 

neighborhood. Details to follow as we move into Advent. Please donate electronically at 

[stnicholasgr.com/almsgiving], or through Venmo or by check with “Simply Give” included 

on the memo line. 
 

ENGAGING in SERVICE  

Tuesday, December 12 @ 5:30PM 

Our Parish, in partnership with Catholic Charities, (360 Division Avenue SE Suite 3A), 

will again set up and stock this year’s Grand Rapids Foster Care Christmas Store. It is a 

full night of work and fellowship with dinner provided. Over 1,200 children will receive 

Christmas gifts and winter clothing as a result of this effort.  
 

SHEPHERDS of INDEPENDENCE 

We are bringing some Christmas joy to the 25 residents of Shepherds of Independence by 

giving each one a present to open on Christmas morning! Your $25 donation will provide a 

present for one of these special people. Our JOY and SOYO kids will distribute the gift 

when they visit later this month. Please visit [GIVE] to make your donation.  
  

SANTA’S HELPERS—PROJECT MEXICO 

Our church is teaming-up this Christmas to bring the love of Christ to Roberto who lives 

at St. Innocent’s Orphanage, Mexico. Contact your Fellowship Group 

leader to give to this special cause: Forerunners (Eileen Adolphson or 

Barbara Thomas), Men of St. Nicholas (Sam Bander or Greg Lambert),  

Women of St. Nicholas (Janet Ansara or Debra Taylor-Weiss), Young 

Adults (Ben Bauman), SOYO (Mykel Giannakakos), JOY (Ben or Meredith 

Solak). You can donate electronically at [stnicholasgr.com/almsgiving], or 

through Venmo or by check with “Santa’s Helpers” in the memo.  

The last day to give is Sunday, November 27th. 

 

“Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them and deprive them of life. 
The goods we possess are not ours, but theirs.” + St. John Chrysostom   
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