
 

  

 

ST. NICHOLAS  

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

2250 East Paris Ave, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
616-954-2700  ▪  info@stnicholasgr.com  ▪  www.stnicholasgr.com  

CLERGY 
 

His All Holiness, JOHN X 
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East 

 

His Grace Bishop ANTHONY 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 

 

Very Reverend Michael Nasser 
Pastor of St. Nicholas ▪ 616-216-3537 ▪ frmichael@stnicholasgr.com 

V. Rev. Elias Mitchell 
Reverend Theodore Sirotko 
Rev. Archdeacon David Khorey     
Rev. Deacon Justin Adolphson   

Rev. Deacon Clement Nicoloff  
Rev. Deacon John Kaufman 
Subdeacon Nicholas Rock 

 

Fourth Sunday of Great Lent 
 

The synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel 
 

March 26, 2023 

  



 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 
 

Thank you for attending today’s Divine Liturgy. Please register your 
visit by completing the guest book and taking a visitor’s packet both 
located on the table in the Narthex. We would appreciate getting to 
meet you, so feel free to join us for refreshments & fellowship in 
the Cultural Center.   
 

We believe Holy Communion to be a sign that in Christ we have 
all things in common, share an identical faith, and are united fully to 
the Orthodox Church. Anyone interested in learning more about 
our faith is encouraged to speak with one of our clergy. Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting, & 
regular confession are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
 
 

 

WHO WE ARE 
 

St. Nicholas Church is a worshiping community living and sharing 
the Faith Christ gave to the Apostles. 
 

Our parish exists to seek and share Christ’s love so that all will find 
eternal life in Him. 
 

We would love to share more about our Orthodox Faith with you. 
Our website and our bookstore are great resources to assist you in 
learning more about us and what we believe! Also, feel free to make 
an appointment with our pastor. 
 

We trust that you will experience Christ’s presence as you worship 
with us today. 



 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 8) 

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and 
Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver 
us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, 
glory to Thee. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL (TONE 4) 

Supreme Commander of the Hosts of the Heavens, we, the 
unworthy, importune and beseech thee that by thy supplications 
thou encircle us in the shelter of the wings of thine immaterial glory; 
guarding us who now fall down and cry to thee with fervor: Deliver 
us from dangers of all kinds, as the great marshal of the heavenly 
hosts on high. 
 
APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4) 

Thy work of justice did show thee to thy congregation a canon of 
faith, the likeness of humility, a teacher of abstinence, O Father 
Bishop Nicholas. Wherefore, by humility thou didst achieve 
exaltation, and by meekness richness. Intercede, therefore, with 
Christ to save our soul. 
 
KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT LENT  (TONE 8) 
To thee our captain Queen of war, the battle trophies won, thy 
people rescued by thine aid from peril, dedicate as our offering of 
thanksgiving, O Theotokos, as though hast might which none by 
war can overcome, from all forms of danger has thou delivered me,  
that I may cry unto thee: Hail O virgin, unwedded bride. 

HYMNS AND READINGS OF THE DAY 

HYMNS 

During the Sundays of Great Lent, the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the 
Great is celebrated. If you would like to follow along using the Red 
Service Book, the variations begin on page 132. For those using the 
White Service Book, the Liturgy is found on the right hand column.   



 

 

EPISTLE 

The Lord will give strength to His people.  
The Lord will bless His people with peace. 

 

The Reading from the  
Epistle of  St. Paul to the Hebrews 6:13-20 

 
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no 
one greater by whom to swear, He swore by Himself, saying, 
“Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, 
having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed swear 
by one greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is 
final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more 
convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character 
of His purpose, He interposed with an oath. So that through two 
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should 
prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong 
encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We have this as a 
sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the 
inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a 
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek. 



 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel  
according to St. Mark 9:16-30 

 
At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto 
him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. 
And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and 
grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to 
cast it out, and they were not able.” And Jesus answered them, “O 
faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I 
to bear with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to 
Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed the 
boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the 
mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?” 
And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the 
fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if Thou canst do 
anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If 
you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” 
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, 
“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a 
crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying 
to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, 
and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing 
him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that 
most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the 
house, His Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast 
it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by 
anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and 
passed through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know it; 
for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of 
man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; 
and after He is killed, He will rise on the third day.” 

GOSPEL 



 

 

SYNAXARION 
 

(LIVES OF THE SAINTS OF THE DAY) 

On March 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take leave of the 
feast of the Annunciation to the Most-holy Theotokos, and we 
celebrate the Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel, which hath been 
handed down to us from the most ancient times, since he 
ministered unto the divine, supernal and ineffable Mystery. 
 

Verses 
O Word, with fitting honor doth all flesh honor 

The fleshless mind who announced Thine Incarnation. 
On the twenty-sixth Gabriel rouseth creation to hymns. 

 

The Archangel Gabriel is the announcer of the Incarnation of the 
Son of God and the salvation of mankind. He appeared to 
Zacharias about the birth of the Forerunner. Gabriel said of himself, 
“I am Gabriel, who stands before God” (Luke 1:19). His name 
Gabriel means “Man-God.” The Holy Fathers, in speaking about 
the Annunciation, interpret that an archangel with such a name was 
sent to signify who and what Jesus Christ would be like, fully man 
and fully God, who must be born of the All-pure Theotokos. Some 
of the Fathers understood that this same Gabriel appeared to 
Joachim and Anna concerning the birth of the Virgin Mary, and that 
Gabriel instructed Moses in the wilderness to write the Book of 
Genesis. The Holy Fathers of the Church rank the Archangel 
Gabriel in the Seraphic Order which stands closest to God. 
 

On this day, we also commemorate Stephen the Confessor, abbot 
of Triglia.  
 

By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon 
us. Amen. 



 

HOLY OBLATIONS 
 

For the Health and Blessings of Michael, Andrea, and Ryan Riley on 
their birthdays, offered by Barbara Thomas. May God grant them 
many healthy and happy years.  
 
For the Health and Blessings of Zack, Jake and Tori on the 
occasion of their 30th birthday on March 25th. May God grant you 
many years. Love Rob, Beth, Samantha, Levi, Ellison, and Jamal. 
 
For the Health and Blessings of Susan Smoley, offered by  Roy & 
Donna Gurk. 
 
In memory of Sam Redmond on his falling asleep in the Lord,  
offered by the Storey family. May his memory be eternal! 
 
In memory of the members of St. Nicholas who departed in the 
upcoming month of April. May their memory be Eternal! 

TRISAGION PRAYERS OF MERCY 
 

In memory of the Handmaiden of God, Louise Whelan, on the five-
year anniversary of her falling asleep in the Lord, offered by Linda 
Salhaney and family. May her memory be Eternal! 



 

 

Names are added to the Prayer List for one week by offering Holy Oblation  
or for up to 40 days in the case of an ongoing serious illness. 

REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 

Subdn. Peter Marth 
Michael Riley 
Andrea Riley 
Ryan Riley 
Zack Rinvelt 
Jake Rinvelt 
Tori Rinvelt 
Susan Smoley 
Attallah Amash 
Mary Ann Maloley  
Audrey Nicoloff 
David Corey 

Joe Corey 
Dan Abraham 
Kevin Mitchell 
Michael Ellis 
Russ Adolphson 
Andrew Pokha 
Bianca Pokha 
Evelyn Pokha 
Oliva Pokha 
Stephen Palumbo 
Gary Palumbo 

LIVING 

Metropolitan PAUL    
Archbishop JOHN  

 Priest Steve VanBronkhorst 

And all the victims of tragedy, violence, and poverty in Turkey, Syria, 
Lebanon, Ukraine, Africa and throughout the world.  

DEPARTED 

 

NEWLY DEPARTED 
Ralph Thomas 

  
And all the newly departed victims of tragedy, violence, and poverty 

in Turkey, Syria, Ukraine, Africa and throughout the world. 

Archpr. John Mickel 
Kh. Mary Salhany 
Louise Whelan 
Sam Redmond 
Saide Bohysic 
Jennie Bander 
Mansour Simon 
Albert Yared 

Louis Simon 
Elizabeth Thomas 
George Amash 
Alexander Koory 
Minerva Bashara 
Edward David 
Nicolas Wawee 
 

Alem Berih 
James Abraham 
Martha Mickel 
Josephine Orange 
Jodi Longstreet 
Margaret Salhaney 
Wade Abraham  


