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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS 
 

Thank you for attending today’s Divine Liturgy. Please register your 
visit by completing the guest book and taking a visitor’s packet both 
located on the table in the Narthex. We would appreciate getting to 
meet you, so feel free to join us for refreshments & fellowship in 
the Cultural Center.   
 

We believe Holy Communion to be a sign that in Christ we have 
all things in common, share an identical faith, and are united fully to 
the Orthodox Church. Anyone interested in learning more about 
our faith is encouraged to speak with one of our clergy. Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting, & 
regular confession are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
 
 

 

WHO WE ARE 
 

St. Nicholas Church is a worshiping community, living and sharing 
the Faith Christ gave to the Apostles. 
 

Our parish exists to seek and share Christ’s love so that all will find 
eternal life in Him. 
 

We would love to share more about our Orthodox Faith with you. 
Our website and our bookstore are great resources to assist you in 
learning more about us and what we believe! Also, feel free to make 
an appointment with our pastor. 
 

We trust that you will experience Christ’s presence as you worship 
with us today. 



 

HYMNS AND READINGS OF THE DAY 

 

HYMNS 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 6) 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, 
angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers 
who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades 
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin 
and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the 
dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY (TONE 1) 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the 
Trinity wast made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness 
to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the likeness 
of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who 
hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF SYNAXIS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (TONE 2) 

The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, but 
the Lord’s testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner. Thou wast 
shown indeed to be the most honorable of the prophets, for in the 
waters thou didst baptize Him Who had been proclaimed. After 
suffering with joy in behalf of the truth, thou didst proclaim even to 
those in Hades the God Who appeared in the flesh, Who taketh 
away the sin of the world, and granteth us the Great Mercy. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4) 

Thy work of justice did show thee to thy congregation a canon of 
faith, the likeness of humility, a teacher of abstinence, O Father 
Bishop Nicholas. Wherefore, by humility thou didst achieve 
exaltation, and by meekness richness. Intercede, therefore, with 
Christ to save our soul. 
 

KONTAKION OF THE THEOPHANY (TONE 4) 
On this day Thou hast appeared unto the whole world, and Thy 
light, O Sovereign Lord, is signed on us who sing Thy praise and 
chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, Thou hast appeared, 
O Thou Light unapproachable. 



 

 

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.  
O God, hear my prayer. 

 

The Reading from the  
Acts of the Apostles 19:1-8 

 

In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through 
the upper country and came to Ephesus. There he found some 
disciples. And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have never even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.” And Paul said, “John 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 
believe in the One Who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” On 
hearing this, they were baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus. And 
when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them; and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. There were 
about twelve of them in all. And he entered the synagogue and for 
three months spoke boldly, arguing and pleading about the 
Kingdom of God. 

EPISTLE 



 

‘He on Whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain,  

this is He Who baptizes  
with the Holy Spirit.’  

And I have seen  
and have borne witness  

that this is the Son of God.” 

GOSPEL 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel  
according to St. John 1:29-34 

 
At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world! This is He 
of Whom I said, ‘After me comes a man Who ranks before me, for 
He was before me.’ I myself did not know Him; but for this I came 
baptizing with water, that He might be revealed to Israel.” And 
John bore witness, “I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, 
and it remained on Him. I myself did not know Him; but He Who 
sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on Whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is He Who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.” 
 



 

 

SYNAXARION 

(Lives of the Saints of the Day) 

On January 7 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the 
Synaxis (Gathering) of the holy and glorious Prophet, Forerunner 
and Baptist John. On the same day is also commemorated the 
translation of his most precious and holy right hand unto the city of 
Constantinople. 

Verses 
How shall this tongue of mine now praise thee, O Preacher, 
Whom Christ’s tongue calleth greater than all the earthborn? 
The famous Forerunner’s memorial is the lot of the seventh. 

 

Because John’s main role in his life was played out on the day of 
Theophany (Epiphany), the Church from earliest times dedicated 
the “day after” to his memory.  Among the Gospel personalities 
who surround the Savior, John the Baptist occupies a totally unique 
place by his roles in baptizing the Messiah and in baptizing people 
for repentance.  John prepared himself in the wilderness of the 
desert for 30 years for his great service by a strict life, by fasting, 
prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s people.  John was of 
such moral purity that, in truth, he could be called an angel 
(messenger) as Holy Scripture calls him rather than a mortal man.  
He appeared on the banks of the Jordan, to prepare the people by 
his preaching to accept the Savior of the world.  In church 
hymnology, the Baptist is called a “bright morning star,” whose 
gleaming outshone the brilliance of all the other stars, announcing 
the coming dawn of the day of grace, illumined with the light of the 
spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ.  John differs from all other 
prophets especially in that he had that privilege of being able, with 
his hand, to show the world Him about Whom he prophesied.  As 
the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord—whom the Lord 
called the greatest of the prophets—John concludes the history of 
the Old Testament and opens the era of the New Testament.  He 
bore witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in the 
flesh.  John was accounted worthy to baptize Him in the waters of 
the Jordan, and he was a witness of the Theophany of the Most 
Holy Trinity at the Savior’s Baptism. 
 

On this day, we commemorate the New-martyr Athanasios of 
Attalia; and Venerable Brannock of Braunton. By the intercessions 
of Thy saints, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 



 

HOLY OBLATIONS 
 

For the Health and Blessings of Rebekah Kaufman on the occasion 
of her 22nd birthday, offered by Dn. John, Carole, Leah and Sarah. 
Many God grant her many years! 
 
In memory of the Servant of God, Awwad Haddad, on the 20th 
anniversary of his falling asleep in the Lord, offered by Nihad 
Haddad and her children Zead, Dena, Yazen, Raaed and Rami 
Haddad. May his memory be Eternal! 
 
In memory of Kirk Dehaan, our beloved friend, on the eighth 
anniversary of his falling asleep in the Lord, offered by the Storey 
family. May his memory be Eternal! 



 

 

DEPARTED 
 

All the newly departed victims of tragedy, violence, and poverty  
in the Middle East, Armenia, Ukraine, Sudan  

and throughout the world 
 

Esther Marie Bourziel 
Awwad Haddad 
Kirk DeHaan 
Moses Hattem 
Maxine Hattem 
Dennis Hattem 

 
 
 

 

Names are added to the Prayer List  
for one week by offering Holy Oblation  

or for up to 40 days in the case of an ongoing serious illness. 

REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 

LIVING 

Metropolitan PAUL 
Archbishop JOHN 

For all the victims of tragedy, violence, and poverty  
in the Middle East, Armenia, Ukraine, Sudan  

and throughout the world 

Rebekah Kaufman  
Kevin Mitchell 
Dan Abraham 

MaryAnn Maloley  
Audrey Nicoloff 

Joe Corey 
David Corey 
Michael Ellis 

Denise Harriman 
Len Lenhart  


