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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS

Thank you for attending today’s Divine Liturgy. Please register your
visit by completing the guest book and taking a visitor’s packet both
located on the table in the Narthex. We would appreciate getting to
meet you, so feel free to join us for refreshments & fellowship in
the Cultural Center.

We believe Holy Communion to be a sign that in Christ we have
all things in common, share an identical faith, and are united fully to
the Orthodox Church. Anyone interested in learning more about
our faith is encouraged to speak with one of our clergy. Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting, &
regular confession are welcome to receive Holy Communion.

WHO WE ARE

St. Nicholas Church is a worshiping community, living and sharing
the Faith Christ gave to the Apostles.

Our parish exists to seek and share Christ’s love so that all will find
eternal life in Him.

We would love to share more about our Orthodox Faith with you.
Our website and our bookstore are great resources to assist you in
learning more about us and what we believe! Also, feel free to make
an appointment with our pastor.

We trust that you will experience Christ’s presence as you worship
with us today.



HYMNS AND READINGS OF THE DAY

HYMNS

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (TONE 5)

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body,
angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers
who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin
and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the
dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. NICHOLAS (TONE 4)

Thy work of justice did show thee to thy congregation a canon of
faith, the likeness of humility, a teacher of abstinence, O Father
Bishop Nicholas. Wherefore, by humility thou didst achieve
exaltation, and by meekness richness. Intercede, therefore, with
Christ to save our soul.

KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON (TONE 3)

Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed
in wicked deeds the riches that Thou didst give me. With the
Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned against Thee,
O compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as
one of Thy hired servants, O Lord.



EPISTLE

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance.
Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord my God.

The Reading from the

First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 6:12-20
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are
expedient. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought
under the authority of anything. Foods are for the belly, and the
belly for foods; but God will destroy both it and them. Now the
body is not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body; and God both raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up
through His power. Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I therefore take away the members of
Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do
you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with
her? For, “The two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” But he
who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication! Every sin
that a person commits is outside the body, but whoever commits
fornication sins against his own body. Or, do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
received from God, and that you are not your own? For you were
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God’s.



GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Luke15:11-32

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons;
and the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his living be-
tween them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he
had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squan-
dered his property in loose living. And when he had spent every-
thing, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in
want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would
gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish
here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired
servants.”” And he arose and came to his father. But while he was
yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no long-
er worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry.
Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to
the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the
servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, “Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because
he has received him safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused
to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered
his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never dis-
obeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might
make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who
has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted
calfl’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.”



SYNAXARION
(Lives of the Saints of the Day)

On March 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate
Martyrs Eutropios, Kleonikos, and Basilikos of Amasea; and
Hieromartyr Theodoretos of Antioch.

On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal
Son, which occurs in the noble Gospel and which our deified
Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion.

Verses
O thou who art like me, a prodigal,
come forward with confidence and tranquility;
For unto all has been opened the door of Divine Mercy.

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the
condition of the sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge
of God’s compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we
view the wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant from
God and His Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves
and awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through
repentance. Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions all those
who have been overtaken by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness
for their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost children to
remove the desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies
for virtuous deeds.

Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have
mercy upon us. Amen.



HoLy OBLATIONS

For the Health and Blessings of Attallah Amash on his March 4th
birthday, offered by Mimi, John & Melissa, Justin & Kara, Jeff &
Amy, and all the grandkids. We love you so much. May God grant
him many years!

For the Health and Blessings of Nadia Karadsheh on the occasion
of her birthday, offered by Marwan, her children, and grandchildren.
You are deeply loved! May God grant you many years!

For the Health and Blessings of our Godson and Godbrother,
Schuyler Brinks, on his 22nd birthday, offered by Dn. Justin,
Melissa, Olivia and Samuel. May God grant him many years!

For the Health and Blessings of our awesome wrestling-buddy,
Oscar Adolphson, on his 5th birthday, offered by Uncle Ry, Aunt
Miss, Liv & Sam. May God grant him many years!

In memory of Ralph Thomas on the one-year anniversary of his
falling asleep. May His memory be Eternal!



REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS

Names are added to the Prayer List
for one week by offering Holy Oblation
or for up to 40 days in the case of an ongoing serious illness.

LIVING

Metropolitan PAUL
Archbishop JOHN

For all the victims of tragedy, violence, and poverty
in the Middle East, Armenia, Ukraine, Sudan
and throughout the world

For the residents of Shepherds of Independence
and those who serve them

Attallah Amash Joe Corey
Nadia Karadsheh David Corey
Schuyler Brinks Michael Ellis
Oscar Adolphson Len Lenhart
Dan Abraham Tillie Sayfie
MaryAnn Maloley Lexy Powell
Audrey Nicoloff Justin Amash

SENED

DEPARTED

NEWLY DEPARTED
Kevin Mitchell
Jim Miller

All the newly departed victims of tragedy, violence, and poverty
in the Middle East, Armenia, Ukraine, Sudan
and throughout the world

DEPARTED
Ralph Thomas



